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Happy Holidays and best wishes to everyone!
I am a Realtor, husband, father and proudly a full-time Hobe
Sound resident. Many people think as Realtors we are all well to
do, and yes a few successful Realtors are comfortable, but most
earn a modest (not Easy) income. There is another side of
Realtors that rarely gets mentioned and that is that we
demonstrate a genuine dedication to making a positive impact
beyond our professional duties. It reflects positively on our
character, suggesting a sense of empathy, community
awareness and a willingness to contribute to the well-being of
the neighborhoods we serve. 
Charitable giving continues to rise among Realtors® and
Realtor associations, according to a recent report from the
National Association of Realtors® (NAR). Nearly seven out of
10 (69%) of Realtor members at large volunteered monthly,
spending an average of eight hours volunteering each month,
which is an increase from 66% in 2022. Eighty-six percent of
Realtor members at large made donations last year, a jump up
from 79% in 2022. This data does not reflect the true number of
volunteer hours as a great many volunteer hours are never
recorded.
The Keyes Company's philanthropic initiatives is their pledge to
match funds for their agents' leadership efforts in their
charitable work. This program encourages and empowers
agents to actively participate in charitable endeavors, knowing
that their contributions will be doubled, amplifying their
impact. The company's commitment to giving back extends to
substantial annual donations to the Dolphins Cancer Challenge,
benefiting the University of Miami's Sylvester Comprehensive
Cancer Center. To date, from past contributions The Keyes
Company has raised over $2 Million towards the fight and
research with UM Sylvester, and is committed once again this
year to raise and surpass $175,000.
My personal contribution involves use of my talent discovered
from being a member of Toastmasters International. When I

first founded and was president of our local Hobe Sound
Toastmasters Club I received a letter from an inmate in the
Okeechobee State Prison asking for help to start a
Toastmasters Gavel Club for his fellow inmates. Wow, I had no
knowledge there even was such a program and not at all
prepared to go into a prison and communicate with inmates!
My first thought, “That’s insane and out of my expertise!” But
the short version of my volunteerism is, 12 years later and a lot
of time spent in prison, has changed my life. Over the years
since that first request I have started clubs in Okeechobee, Bell
Glades, Pahokee, Indiantown and two prisons in the Everglades
and I have learned to communicate, befriend, coach, and lead
those who live in a very depressing environment. I now
understand and appreciate how fortunate and wonderful my life
has been. I have learned of a whole other life that exists in a
very negative world that few other people know of or
understand. The results of the Toastmasters program are
decreased recidivism rates, less crime, less expense, greater
rehabilitation of lost lives, and helping the  worst become the
best members of society.
I also volunteer at the Boys and Girls club here in Hobe Sound
on occasion mentoring students preparing for competition that
requires giving speeches.
Next time you talk to a Realtor please realize they are on your
side and do share in you dreams. Its not an easy job and they
also contribute to your community as your neighbor! Your
Realtor is much more than “How’s the Market”
Just sayin! Rich

Rich Otten, PSA, C2EX
The Keyes Company
5693 SE Crooked Oak Avenue
Hobe Sound, FL 33455
561-385-3715
richardotten@keyes.com

Real Estate Corner Community Service from Realtors. HELLO HOBE SOUND!

A little Trivia from Dictionary.com:
volunteer [ vol-uhn-teer ]  noun 
a person who voluntarily offers to perform a service or other
undertaking. a person who performs a service willingly and
without pay.
The Hobe Sound Beach Shop encourages its employees and
family members to volunteer in the community. Among other
things, they are committed to helping local organizations such
as Reverse the Door, as well as bringing the Toastmasters
program into local prisons, and providing items for food
pantries such as House of Hope.
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Hobe Sound Beach Shop Store Hours 
Monday through Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm

Open Sundays begining December 1, 12:00 noon – 4:00 pm

772-245-8940 • hobesoundbeachshop.com
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Shareese Grace SALES, PRODUCTION, ILLUSTRATION
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The Seaside Everything Guy
Barry McLaughlin

The Seaside Contributing Writers
Barbara Kleine McLaughlin
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Turtle Times Distribution
Workson Louis-Jeune

Turtle Times Design
Nancy Lee, Brown Bird Studio

Read , including all previous
issues, online at hobesoundbeachshop.com

These “Made in the USA”
ornaments featuring Hobe

Sound, are stunning.

Stop by the shop to see the many
more designs than we show here.

You must see these to
believe it. These are 3
dimensional and crafted
with great care.


