
Our History is a Treasure:
Chapter Four By Jan Otten

Tradition—a word that conjures up all kinds of memories.
Holiday season with Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hanukkah, Diwali
(India’s Festival of Lights) and New Year’s is filled with traditions.
Our memories abound with all kinds of stories, delicious food,
gorgeous decorations, family gatherings, gift exchanges,
cheerful music, beautiful hymns, a time for special prayers and
resolutions for the new year.

Those of us lucky enough to live in Hobe Sound have
experienced our very own holiday traditions unique to our
community. Unfortunately, 2020 and the nasty COVID have
necessarily cancelled most of those activities for this year, but
we at the Hobe Sound Beach Shop thought it would be fun to
look back through the years and take a brief peek at the way
celebrations took place right here in our hometown.

Many years ago, several of the local business leaders
sponsored a tree lighting. The corner spot where CVS now
stands was an empty lot and so it made sense to decorate a
large tree there to welcome people traveling on Federal
Highway to Hobe Sound. Chris Johnston, formerly of Hobe
Sound Jewelers, one of the instigators of the tree lighting
events, remembers well the year that everyone was standing in
the lot anxiously awaiting the lighting of the tree when
suddenly everyone was jumping around, using some colorful
language and swatting at their legs—you guessed it, fire ants. 

Off and on over the years the tree lighting moved around to
different locations including the spot where the Seacoast Bank
now stands. There they had a wooden tree and the children
could come and attach their letters to Santa on it. At one time
tree lighting took place at the Boehringer Building on Bridge
Road, then home to the Chamber of Commerce, currently
housing H. Allen Holmes Gallery. In recent years the tree
lighting was held at the newly renovated Apollo School. This
year on December 4th in lieu of the parade a tree lighting
ceremony will take place on the lot on Dixie Highway next to
the new Place of Hope offices. And then it will be followed by
another ceremonial lighting at the Apollo school.

In 1981 the Hobe Sound Chamber of Commerce was
established and by 1985 the Chamber leaders made a decision
to gift the community with a Christmas Parade. In cooperation

with the GFWC Hobe Sound Women’s Club the parade
stepped off to the delight of hundreds of local residents lining
the parade route. The last few years the spectators were
estimated at between 5,000 and 6,000 adults and children.
2020 would have marked 35 years of this amazing tradition.
Through the years the parade grew substantially from
approximately 20 entries to recent years with over 90. Notable
among those first parade participants were the Boy and Girl
Scouts, school bands and of course, the Shriners with their
clowns, tiny cars and their antics. Debbie Fritz-Quincy noted
that the Hobe sound Nature Center participated from the very
beginning delighting all with live animals such as Spirit the Red
Tailed Hawk, a baby alligator, snakes and an owl, among others.
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Mickey & Chris Johnston 1985 First Hobe Sound Christmas Parade
Shirt design by Mickey Johnston Note Pelicans pulling Santa’s Sleigh
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As he Holidays approach, our minds are turning to decorations,
gifts, family time, and of course, all the fabulous holiday food
that comes along with it! Humans enjoy the ability to digest a
wide variety of foods, which is reflected in the diverse diets that
sustain people around the world. Like all organisms, though,
early humans had to compete with their ecological counterparts
for the food they obtained, and broadened their diets as they
spread across the globe and began to domesticate plants and
animals. A comparatively recent example is the spread of a
mutation in a gene that allows adults to digest milk, which
occurred around 8,000 years ago as Europeans began to
domesticate cows, goats, and sheep. If you read last issue’s
installment, you will recall that this is an example of a ‘niche’, or
‘space’ that was opened in those folks’
environment that hadn’t been filled
before, which since then has changed
the human diet in a profound way. 

Sea turtles are also global
wanderers, and though of course
they haven’t domesticated
anything, their diets are also
diverse and have significant impacts
upon their respective environments.
Before I go on, though, a short story...I
recall describing the diets of sea turtles
to a group of young children many years ago
when a young lady raised her hand and very politely asked
“What do they eat when they’re not on a diet?” Good
point...nowadays diet means more than one thing! For now,
however, we’re sticking with the old definition as we peer into
what’s for dinner for our sea turtles. 

Currently, there are seven species of sea turtles in the world. I
like to remind people that when we speak of them as “ancient”,
they are, but it’s really their lineages that are so impressive. With
the exception of leatherback turtles, all of today’s sea turtles
have been around less than a half of the time that their overall
lineages have. Somewhere around 100 million years ago, the
ancestors of today’s sea turtles split into two major groups, the
Dermochelydae, or leathery sea turtles (now represented by the
leatherback), and Cheloniidae, or hard-shelled sea turtles. Then,

around 45 million years ago, those hard-shelled species began
to diverge into the rest of today’s sea turtle species (greens,
loggerheads, hawksbills, ridleys, and flatbacks). One of the most
important physiological splits that occurred at that time was the
development of herbivory in green turtles, which (with no
competition from the others) resulted in huge populations of
large tropical marine vegetarians that have shaped vast seagrass
ecosystems ever since. 

The remaining species can be split into two overall groups, the
‘specialists’ and the ‘generalists’. The specialists, by definition,
are kind of picky, and have chosen narrow but abundant food
sources. Leatherbacks may only eat jellyfish, but there are so
many where they forage that all they have to do is practically
swim with their mouth open to get plenty, even for three-
quarter ton turtles. Hawksbills almost exclusively eat sponges,
which are so poisonous that only a few other (much smaller)
species can safely consume them, which means they’ll never
run out of food. Similar to the green turtles and seagrass
pastures, hawksbills have profoundly shaped their environment
by being by far the largest consumer of sponges on coral reefs.
Alternatively, we have our generalists like the loggerheads and
ridleys whose diets can shift with their environment as they
forage for all sorts of crustaceans and other bottom-dwelling
marine organisms. There are few other marine predators that
can as effectively consume marine mollusks, and if you’ve ever
seen a loggerhead pulverize a conch shell to get to the meat
inside, you can imagine why they developed those thick, hard
shells to begin with! 

So this season, as you sit around the table (spread out at a
really big outdoor table of course) you can pick out the green
turtles of the group restricting themselves to the veggies, the
leatherbacks and hawksbills eating a lot of the same few things,
and of course, loggerheads like me who’ll fill my plate with a
little of everything! Happy Holidays Everyone!

Submitted by Larry Wood, Ph.D.
Research Coordinator
National Save The Sea Turtle
Foundation
www.savetheseaturtle.org

Turtle photo by Laz Ruda

What’s For Dinner?
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The Holidays are upon us already! Where did the year go? To all
of us this was a crazy year for sure, but it seems like with all the
changes, time just flew by! How about you? Do you feel the
same way? Having moved many times in my life I always wonder
where “home” really is and I guess it is wherever I am living at
the moment, and yes, Hobe Sound, Florida is my home and has
been for about 20 years, and I am fairly content on staying! 

Let’s look at Real Estate for 2021: It appears a COVID vaccine,
treatment, or both, will likely create an unprecedented good
market in the New Year. While the market has been strong in
2020, both buyers and sellers have been sitting on the sideline
due to the pandemic. I remain optimistic and totally confident
that our slowly growing Hobe Sound Community will be a
wonderful investment and comfortable place to call home in this
unprecedented time of change

It just goes to show us all that change is inevitable, and
regardless of whether we are quarantined, working from home,
home schooling, or who the President is, Mother Nature rules us
all and the clock keeps ticking away!

I do hope you are all “HOME” for the holidays and my wish for
you is good health and much happiness
and a stress-free Christmas Season
followed by a fruitful New Year!

Just Saying!

Rich Otten, PSA, C2EX

The Keyes Company
5693 SE Crooked Oak Avenue
Hobe Sound, FL 33455
561-385-3715
richardotten@keyes.com

Real Estate Corner
HOME for the Holidays!
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The Hobe Sound Beach Shop is featuring 
beautiful Holiday themed masks.

We have matching adult and children’s masks with these gorgeous images.
The masks are washable and include replaceable filters for long life and

excellent protection. 

Looking for something different? We can also print your custom artwork on masks 
(while you wait) in our store! 

Please stop by and see these in person along with our many other unique Hobe Sound items.

Start “Shaking” Your Hobe Sound Beach Shop Booty?*
Beginning October 1st the Hobe Sound Beach Shop is giving all of its loyal customers the opportunity to
earn some real treasure!!

• For every $10 you spend receive an awesome “BOOTY” coin

• When you’ve collected 25 coins, turn them in for a special collectible gift

• Choose a set of 4 collectible mugs or 6 shot glasses with designs only for “BOOTY” collections

• Spend $100 or more in one shopping trip and receive a unique handcrafted Treasure Chest in
which to stockpile your “BOOTY” coins 

• Turn in your 25 “BOOTY” coins and keep the Treasure Chest to begin collecting again

* This offer applies to walk-in retail customers only. It does not apply to large quantity custom orders.

Price
reduced for
the holidays
& includes a
spare filter



Hobe Sound
Beach Shop
Exclusives
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Chapter Four-Holiday Traditions Hint: All Answers Can be Found in the Chapter Four Article.

Across
7. Where did the first town decorations come from
10. What was attached to the wooden Christmas Tree
12. What 1903 vehicle won the first parade trophy
13. What is the name of the Red Tailed Hawk
14. Who always arrives in Hobe Sound in the Christmas Parade
15. What kind of tree does the Hobe Sound Bible

College/Academy have
Down
1. What kind of flyover starts the parade
2. The Hobe Sound Nature Center won trophies for what kind of

animals
3. How many residents watched the first parades
4. What kind of shop was Algozzini's
5. What do we make for the new year
6. How many residents recently watched the parade
8. Tradition conjures up what
9. What award was first given in 1992
11. What caused some chaos at a tree

lighting
16. The parade is a what to the community

Men’s Holiday 
Shopping Night
Enjoy refreshments, and specials while you
shop the night away finding the perfect
holiday gifts!

This is an exclusive event for husbands, dads,

granddads, brothers, uncles,

nephews, sons and boyfriends,

to join us for a night of

shopping. Much has been

planned for this fun evening.

Mark your calendar now so you

don’t miss out on this great

opportunity.

• New Inventory for Sale
• Refreshments
• DJ Jef
• Free Gift Wrapping

THURSDAY NIGHT
DECEMBER 17, 2020
5pm to 9pm (rain or shine)
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Senior Moments • 89.9 FM WCNO
Saturdays • 8:45 am

772-631-7550

Come in and check out our new line
of Tommy Bahama Fragrances for

men and women

$800. 00 

Sri Doraiswamy

1 CERTIFICATE VALID PER CUSTOMER. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. NO CASH VALUE. RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY.

Aksun Hearing Clinic
11985 US-1, Suite 105
North Palm Beach, FL 33408

EXPIRATION DATE: December 18, 2020

Amount:    
Toward the Purchase of a Set of Premium 
MOMENT Digital Hearing Technology

11985 US-1, Suite 105
North Palm Beach, FL 33408

561-341-0229 

My goal has always been to ensure that our community is hearing as well as possible. 
My concern is that during these  unprecedented times your hearing care needs 
may be ignored.

Are you in need of hearing aid cleanings or repairs?
Are you ready for an upgrade to the latest technology?
Putting off your appointment due to the current environment?
I want to assure you that I am here to help you in a safe and sanitary environment.

What to Expect:
Scheduling Your Appointment: 

Call now to ensure your reservation for your desired day and time at 561-341-0229.

Arriving at Your Appointment: 
(561) 283-1087
members wear masks, gloves and are screened for any signs of illness.

Our number one priority is the health, safety and comfort of our patients and staff!

Evaluation: Has your hearing changed since we last met? Find out with a FREE Annual Hearing Screening. We will also 
clean and provide basic maintenance on your current hearing aids FREE of charge. We will also provide you with a 
FREE package of batteries just for coming in.

Risk-Free Trial: Ready for an upgrade? Take our newest hearing aid technology home and put it to work in the real world. 
Should you decide to purchase, we have great incentives on the latest hearing aid technology. 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Yours in Better Hearing,

Sri Doraiswamy
Sri Doraiswamy, HIS 
Hearing Instrument Specialist/Owner

December 14-18, 2020
Appointments are limited! 
Please call now to ensure your reservation!

561-341-0229 

Our Gift 
   To You561-341-0229 
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Tropical Christmas Stockings Handmade in Hobe

Sound  available at The Hobe Sound Beach Shop



Our History is a Treasure: Chapter Four continued from page 1..

Since they were the only float for many years with “live animals” they always won that trophy. In later years horses and dogs became
part of the parade and so others shared that honor. 

Then, and as now 35 years later, Santa arrived in Hobe Sound at the end of the parade. For many years he arrived on a fire truck.
More recently he arrived on an antique buckboard from TCIROOD, and even a specially decorated pickup truck. Winner of the very
first parade trophy was Diamond Transfer for their entry of a 1903 vehicle. Danny Martin drove the Oldsmobile wearing his

grandfather’s honeymoon suit complete with knee-length pants and high stockings. That trophy can
still be seen proudly displayed in the shop located on the northwest corner of Dixie Highway and
Bridge Road. Just ask Pat Martin to let you have a look at it.

During the last 15 or so years, as the parade grew, entries included local commissioners riding in
convertibles, and other dignitaries such as the Superintendent of Schools, the Tax Collector,
Supervisor of Elections and during the last few years, Congressman Brian Mast, a military veteran,
double amputee, walked the entire route. The parade is traditionally led by a huge contingent from
the Martin County Sheriff’s office including a helicopter flyover to signal the beginning of the parade.

Grand Marshals of each parade were notable community members from a wide variety of
backgrounds. Some of those honored in past years included Pauline MacArthur of Harry & the
Natives; Phil Algozzini of the now closed Algozzini’s Hawaiian Shop; Sue Diamond Martin of Diamond
Transfer; Grace Hall, known as the Poppy Lady, oldest member at the time of the H.S. Presbyterian
Church; radio personalities Mo and Sally; Lillian Johnson and Bette Evans, longtime Chamber
volunteers. Just before he passed away, Roy Rood of Rood Landscape and pioneer of Jupiter and
Hobe sound rode the parade as Grand Marshal. Recently the Reed family were honored Grand
Marshals representing the late Nathaniel P. Reed of Jupiter Island, notable resident and Hobe Sound
benefactor.

Parade Co-chair for many years, Mike Ennis, recalled that the first decorations used around town were garnered from Jupiter when
they got new ones and wanted to discard their old ones.

In 1992 the very first Pelican Award was given for the “Best Dressed Most Festive” storefront. The downtown businesses really got
into the spirit of the season and Hobe Sound sparkled and shined for several years as they competed for the highly prized Pelican
Award.

Another tradition that has marked the start of the Christmas season has been
the “Singing Christmas Tree” at the Hobe Sound Bible College/Academy.
That event started as a much smaller holiday celebration. It was first a musical
presentation by the college chorale. Later, an outdoor event was added with
live animals depicting the story of Christmas. As time went by the production
grew along with attending crowds. An amazing “People” tree was created
with approximately 75-80 voices presenting the music of Christmas, now
including angels descending from the ceiling, a beautiful nativity scene
complete with living representatives of Mary, Joseph and the baby. There is
snowfall, and grand entrance by the “Three Kings.” Children from the
elementary school up through the college students appear in this most
inspiring spectacular event. It is estimated that over the 4 nights 6,000 to
7,000 people come from all over Florida to experience this FREE
presentation and in addition, approximately 10,000 follow it online. The
donations they receive are used to upgrade the technology, and AC was
added a few years ago for the comfort of attendees. 2020 has halted the
performance for this year, but the College’s concert series will go forward for
Bible Church members with appropriate measures for COVID safety in place.
On December 13th they will webcast the musical concert from the Bible
Church. You can join in at hobesoundconcertseries.com

Thank you to all who contributed memories to this article: Chris Johnston,
first Chamber President; Sue Diamond Martin, Diamond Transfer and lifelong
Hobe Sound Resident; Michael Ennis, Chamber volunteer, local businessman;
Bette Evans, Chamber volunteer; Debbie Fritz-Quincy, H.S. Nature Center;
Kathy Spurgeon, Apollo School Foundation; Paul Stetler, H.S. Bible
College/Academy.

�

Hobe Sound Bible College/Academy Singing 
Christmas Tree

Santa arrives in Hobe Sound

Advertising Opportunity
The Hobe Sound Beach Shop is growing! Its customer base is broad and the Turtle Times is being widely distributed to visitors, residents
and shoppers in the local area. 

Rates are extremely reasonable. Your ad will appear in full color. For more details contact Jan Otten, Managing Editor, 772-245-8940 or
jan@hobesoundbeachshop.com.
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Cynthia L. Cooper

Proprietor

The Framery INC.

Art Restoration

Custom Framing Doesn't Need to be Expensive!

8946 SE Bridge Road
Hobe Sound, FL 33455
772-546-3424
theframeryinc.net

Chapter Four ANSWERS
Across

7. Where did the first town decorations come from – Jupiter
10. What was attached to the wooden Christmas Tree. – Letters
12. What 1903 vehicle won the first parade trophy – Oldsmobile
13. What is the name of the Red Tailed Hawk  – Spirit
14. Who always arrives in Hobe Sound in the Christmas Parade – Santa
15. What kind of tree does the Hobe Sound Bible College/Academy have – Singing
Down
1. What kind of flyover starts the parade – Helicopter
2. The Hobe Sound Nature Center won trophies for what kind of animals – Live
3. How many residents watched the first parades – Hundreds
4. What kind of shop was Algozzini's – Hawaiian
5. What do we make for the new year – Resolutions
6. How many residents recently watched the parade – Thousands
8. Tradition conjures up what – Memories
9. What award was first given in 1992 – Pelican
11. What caused some chaos at a tree lighting – Fire Ants
16. The parade is a what to the community – Gift A little Trivia from Dictionary.com.

reindeer games

[ reyn-deer geymz ]

What does reindeer games mean?

Reindeer games is a colloquial expression generally
used for the bullying activities of a clique or for
festivities around the Christmas season. 

The Hobe Sound Beach Shop

wishes you a 

Happy Holiday Season!

This Holiday season The Hobe Sound Beach

Shop will gift wrap and make a PERSONAL

DELIVERY ON YOUR BEHALF. To make it easier-

and COVID SAFE, we offer:

• FREE gift wrapping and FREE curbside pick up

• FREE delivery (in Hobe Sound) for all orders over $75
(under $75 personal delivery is $15 per order—
regardless of quantity). Deliveries are 1X/week on
Tuesdays.

• Out of state shipments for $5 plus cost of shipment
from carrier. (specify US Mail, UPS, or Fed Ex)

• For the holidays- online delivery orders are eligible for
BEACH SHOP BOOTY COINS

• Jewelry items filled with Hobe Sound Beach sand
• Hobe Sound branded apparel 
• Sea Inspired jewelry
• Eco friendly apparel and items—which can also be

branded
• Magic shirts that change color and printed with Hobe

Sound

• Color changing beach toys—frisbees, footballs, and more
• Sea Life stuffed toys
• Hobe Sound wine sippers, travel mugs and cutting boards
• Hobe Sound turtle USBs 
• Hobe Sound mugs, shot glasses, and flasks
• Hobe Sound Christmas and New Years custom ornaments

and shirts

Special ideas include but are not limited to:

D E L I V E R
H R I S T M AC S

W E

If you live in another state, in Canada or just around the corner and
want to do something special for your family and friends in Hobe
Sound WE CAN HELP! The Hobe Sound Beach Shop has many
unique and special gift ideas focused on things you cannot buy
anywhere else—Custom Printed Apparel, Mugs, Ornaments, Magic
Shirts, and much more! Make your special someone a personal gift
this year with their favorite picture or send your grandchildren
hoodies with their favorite band or cartoon character.



The Seaside Siblings

Barbara Kleine McLaughlin
OwNer/CFO

George M. Kleine
OWNER/PRESIDENT/CHIEF DESIGNER

Janet Kleine Otten
MANAGING EDITOR/GENERAL MANAGER

The Seaside Sales Staff
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Rich Otten, PSA, C2EX
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Turtle Times Distribution

Workson Louis-Jeune

STORE HOURS

Monday—Saturday 10am-6pm

Sunday 12noon-4pm

9128 SE Bridge Road Hobe Sound, FL 33455

Check out a large selection of
the Holiday Gift ideas on page 7

Hobe Sound Beach Shop parking available in the rear during construction.

At The Hobe 
Sound Beach Shop

100 Custom Printed Tee Shirts
Now Through December 31st.

Call George 772-245-8940
Includes 100% cotton tees, S-XL, white or natural
YOUR one color logo, full size, front or back
Printed and Delivered 15 Day Turn Around

$10.89 
each

Great 

employee

Gift


